








The following extract appeared in
the Shipping Gazette and Sydney
General Trade List of the 26th of
March, 18s5:

On Thursday last there arrived in
Simon’s Bay, the Mystery, a small
fishing smack of 16 tons, from
England, bound to Melbourne. The
little gallant adventurer has made
an excellent passage of 60 days.
On her arrival in Simon’s Bay, she
was considered to be a Table Bay
cutter, and on that account was not
boarded by the Harbour Master.
He did not know the real character
of the dimunitive craft, until he
observed the captain and his crew
quietly beaching their bark and
hauling her with ease on the shore.

In Newlyn, UK there is a plaque on
the wall of the Royal Mission to
Seamen commemorating the epic
voyage from Newlyn to Melbourne
by the Cornish lugger, the Mystery
PE233in 1854/55. This is believed
to be the first recorded voyage of
a sailing boat converted from a
fishing boat. The Mystery was built
in Newlyn for mackerel driving.
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Her overall length was 36 feet, 11
feet beam, drawing 6 feet of water
and tonnage of 16. Prior to her
departure, the Mystery was decked
in fore and aft, and her bottom was
sheathed with zinc.

At the time of the voyage Cornwall
was withessing the virtual collapse
of the lucrative tin mining industry.
Many Cornish had already
emigrated to other parts of the
world particularly, as in the case of
Australia, where there were good
mining conditions. It was said that
anywhere in the world where you
found a hole in the ground there
would be a Cornishman in it!
There were already Newlyn families
living in Australia and at least two
of the men planning the voyage in

1854 had relatives here. The decision
to make the journey was first made
one evening in the Star Inn, Newlyn.
The men had been discussing the
possibility of emigrating and it was
suggested by Job Kelynack that they
might sell his Mystery
to pay their passage.
Then one of the
men, Captain Richard
Nicholls of Hayle,
who was married to
Job’s sister Victoria,
suggested that they
should sail her to
Australia. At that
time Richard Nicholls
was on leave from
his post as Captain of a 700-tonner
in the Welsh trade. Enthusiasm
roused, the crew who eventually left
on Saturday, the 18th of November,
1854 were Captain Richard Nicholls,
navigator; fisherman/owner Job
Kelynack; brothers William and
Richard Badcock, who were married
to Job Kelynack’s sisters Harriet and
Nanny; Kelynack cousins Charles
Boase and Philip Curnow Mathews;
and a Penzance man Lewis Lewis,
the cook.
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A log was kept of the voyage and

a true copy of this is in the Royal
Institution of Cornwall Museum
Library in Truro. On the 14th of
March, 1855, the Mystery cast
anchor in Hobson’s Bay, Melbourne,
thus accomplishing the voyage in
115 days, including seven days
stoppage at the Cape of Good Hope
where, in addition to water and
supplies, she was commissioned by
the Royal Mail to take the post on to
Australia. A log entry from the 6th
of March 1855 gives a taste of what
conditions they encountered in the
Southern Ocean: “A terrific gale of
wind - heaviest so far experienced.
Our gallant little boat rides the
mountains of sea remarkably well.
Not shipping any water, dry decks
fore and aft. | am confident she is
making better weather than a great
many ships would, if here.”

Of the seven men who came to
Australia five returned to their
native home. Job Kelynack
returned to fishing in Newlyn and
died in Cardiff in 1903. William
and Richard Badcock also returned
to fishing in Newlyn, after first
working as warder boatmen in

the prison hulks in Melbourne
harbour. Richard died in 1874
and William in 1906, aged 85
years. Richard Nicholls returned to
work in shipping but in 1868 was
knocked down by a horsedrawn
cab in London and killed. Charles
Boase returned to Newlyn where
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he died in 1874. Descendants of
these men, or their immediate
families, still live in Newlyn today.

Philip Mathews remained in Australia
and became a land surveyor in
Melbourne. He married Miss English
Harvey from Mousehole, Penzance.

He died on the 13th of November 1896
and is buried in Melbourne General
Cemetery, College Crescent, North
Carlton,Victoria. They had no children.

Lewis Lewis worked as a shepherd
and died, aged 50 years, on the 7th
of March, 1866. He was buried in
an unmarked grave at Campbell’s
Creek, Victoria.

The Mystery was sold in Melbourne
for £150 shortly after her arrival.
She went through 8 owners, one of
whom was JB Clarke, owner of the
Mornington Hotel, who used her in
the Bay trade for freighting produce
between Melbourne and Sorrento.
She was moored off The Baths

Spirit of Mystery at
South Channel Pile




at Sorrento. She was eventually
wrecked on Halftide Rock in Keppel
Bay off Rockhampton, Queensland,
on the 26th of March 1869, where
she was being used as a Pilot cutter.
Her crew was saved.

Pete Goss, Cornish sailor and
adventurer, was intrigued by the
story of this extraordinary voyage
and commissioned the building of
a replica Mounts Bay lugger, the
Spirit of Mystery. The naming and
blessing ceremony was held at the
Newlyn Fishing Festival in August,
2008, and the voyage to Australia
commenced on the 20th of October,
2008. The expected arrival date of
the Spirit of Mystery at Port Phillip
was early- to mid-March 2009.

After battling a fierce storm for
two and a half days in the Southern
Ocean, the Spirit of Mystery was
knocked down more than 90
degrees by a freak wave near
Kangaroo Island, South Australia
early Wednesday, 4 March 2009,
resulting in the injury of crewman
Mark Maidman (Pete Goss’s brother-
in-law), who broke his leg while

on watch on deck, loss of the life
raft and dinghy and damage of the
communications equipment.

Amazingly, the log entry from the
6th of March 1855 gives a taste of
what conditions the crew on Mystery
encountered in the Southern Ocean
at about the same time of the year.

The Australian Maritime Safety
Authority (AMSA) dispatched a
Donier aircraft and dropped medical
supplies and a satellite telephone

- all of which landed within 100
metres of the bow. While the initial
decision was to evacuate the injured
crewman once the Spirit of Mystery
was within helicopter range (about
150 nautical miles from Portland,
Victoria), in the end the vessel sailed
all the way to Portland to deliver the
injured man for medical treatment.

The remaining crew (skipper Pete
Goss, his brother Andy and his
son Elliot) then continued the trip
towards their final destination of
Williamstown, Victoria.
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The Spirit of Mystery passed
Queenscliff Pier on Monday,
9/03/09 and was met by Russ
Watson’s couta boat Nellie C148
and a number of modern yachts.
Following is an excerpt from Pete
Goss’s weblog:

Just before sunup we entered Port
Philip and were met by a Couta Boat
which is a traditional boat which
reminded me of a Falmouth work
boat. Fortunately for us the yacht
‘Secretary’ was just ahead of us and
hearing us on the VHF to port control
offered to hang back and take us
through the western channel. Just as
we cleared this Mark Lloyd turned up
on a helicopter and we did a photo
shoot which included putting up St

Spirit of Mystery ahead of Nellie

Pirans - they are stunning. A welcome
fleet soon started to build up as we
closed Melbourne and the sense of
anticipation built. As we closed the
marina we noticed a crowd and on
closing them realised that they were
all dressed in traditional Cornish
clothes and waving St Pirans flags.

Pete Goss gave full credit to the
crew of the original trip on Mystery -
They succeeded without technologal
help and communication equipment
- and completed their trip in

less time. B==

www.petegoss.com/blog.php

Images kindly supplied by
Mark Lloyd & Russ Watson
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‘Fishy Tales’ at Queensclift Maritime Weekend 2007 -

delivered by fomer pilot master Capt Colin Springall

TRAFALGAR DAY on
the 21st October. 2005
marked the 200-year
anniversary of the Battle
of Trafalgar. Imagine
the following:

Lord Nelson returns
to the deck of the
recently renamed
British flagship HMS
Appeasement......

“Order the signal, Hardy!”

“Aye, Aye, Sir.”

“Hold on, that’s not what | dictated to the Signal Officer.
What’s the meaning of this?”

“Sorry Sir?”

“‘England expects every person to do his or her duty,
regardless of race, gender, sexual orientation, religious
persuasion or disability.” What gobbledegook is this?’
“Admiralty Policy, I'm afraid, Sir. We are an equal
opportunity employer now. We had the devil’s own job
getting ‘England’ past the censors, lest it be considered
racist.”

“Gadzooks, Hardy. Hand me my pipe and tobacco!”
“Sorry, Sir. All naval vessels have been designated smoke-
free working environments.”

“In that case, we break open the rum ration. Let us splice
the main brace to steel the men before battle.”

“The rum ration has been abolished, Admiral. It’s part of
the Government’s Policy on Binge Drinking.”

“Good heavens, Hardy. | suppose we’d better get on with
it: Full speed ahead!”

“I think you’ll find there is a 4 mph speed limit on this
stretch of water, Sir.”

“Damn it man. We are on the eve of the greatest sea fight
in history. We must advance with all dispatch. Report
from the crow’s nest, please!”

“That won’t be possible, Sir ..."

“What?”

“Health and Safety have closed the crow’s nest, Sir. No
harness. And they say that the rope ladder doesn’t meet
regulations. They won’t let anyone up there until proper
scaffolding can be erected.”

“Then get me the ship’s carpenter without delay!”

“He is busy knocking up a wheelchair access to the
fo’c’sle, Admiral.”
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“Wheelchair access? I've never heard anything so absurd!”
“Health and safety again, Sir. We have to provide a barrier-
free environment for the differently-abled.”
“Differently-abled? I've only one arm and one eye, and |
refuse to hear mention of the word. | did not rise to the
rank of Admiral by playing the disability card.”

“Actually, you did: The Royal Navy is underrepresented in
the areas of visual impairment and limb deficiency.”
“Whatever next? Give me full sail, the salt spray beckons!”
“A couple of problems here, too, Sir. Health and Safety
won’t let the crew up the rigging without crash helmets.
And they don’t want anyone breathing in too much salt
-haven’t you seen the adverts?’

“I’ve never heard such infamy. Break out the cannon and
tell the men to stand by to engage the enemy!”

“The men are a bit afraid about shooting anyone, Admiral.”
“What? This is mutiny!”

“It’s not that, Sir. It’s just that they’re afraid of being
charged with murder if they kill anyone. There are a
couple of Legal Aid lawyers on board watching everyone
like hawks.”

“Then how are we expected to sink the French and
Spanish?’

“Actually, Sir, we’re not.”

“We’re not?”

“No, Sir. The French and Spanish are our European
partners now. According to the Common Fisheries Policy,
we shouldn’t even be in this stretch of water. We could
get hit with a claim for compensation.”

“But you must hate a Frenchman as you hate the devil.”

“l wouldn’t let the Diversity Coordinator hear you say that,
Sir. You’ll be up on a disciplinary.”

“You must consider every man an enemy who speaks ill of
your king!”

“Not any more, Sir. We must be inclusive in this
multicultural age. Now put on your Kevlar vest - it’s the
Rules.”

“Don’t tell me - Health and Safety. Whatever happened to
rum, sodomy and the lash?”

“As | explained, Sir: Rum is off the menu. And thereis a
ban on corporal punishment.”

“What about sodomy?”

“I believe it’s to be encouraged, Sir.”

“In that case, kiss me, Hardy!”
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Congratulations This prize was for participation in

the weekly twilight competition
to Mick Morris, proud owner on Thursday evenings which was
of couta boat Cariad Crr7, for held over 16 weeks. The concept
.. . . obviously favoured participation
winning an Audi A3 in a draw at

. instead of point score, as owners
the Royal Prince Alfred Yacht Club o cqjveq a ticket for each race they

in Pittwater, NSW. entered which was then placed in the
barrel for the final draw. The series
even included a ‘Cruising Division’.

Upcoming CBA dates for the Diary

CBA Class Rules 2009 Forum 13 June 2009

CBA Annual General Meeting 13 August 2009

The Cup Regatta 2009 1-3 November 2009

BOAT FOR SALE

C514 ‘Gosling’
$51,000
Contact Robert Bryce

0431 715716

e

BOAT FOR SALE

C1932 ‘Victoria’
$26,950

o r Sy e g s ST B S Contact David Hoyle

“Double ender gt Port Melboine < = = 0418 686 602
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